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are full of historical facts. Because these are fragmentary,
the ancient versions of the latter works having been redacted
and perhaps some of these edited versions or scattered books
lost or destroyed, it might appear that a connected history
of the Indian people was never in being. There is enough
material to give the lie to this belief. However that may
be, the learned men of those previous epochs found more
time for essential matters than for fleeting events. It appears
that the latter were entrusted to bards, which tradition, in
parts unaffected by modern conditions, has still continued.
The State of Tripura, which claims continuous existence since
the days of the Mahabharat, has such history kept in its
archives, covering a number of centuries. The attention of
scholars may be drawn to this material, which deserves to be
critically examined.
But the common characteristic and excellence of all the
ancient literatures consists in the wealth of material they
have for character-building and the elevating of human
nature. Even the stories written for the young, as contained
in the Panchatantra, which has been frequently translated
into many languages since the 5th century A.D., and its later
and more refined version the " Hitopadesa" contain stories
with a moral. Previous to them the Buddhist Jatakas,
from which the first-named work might have received inspira-
tion, did the same. They may be real histories or not, but
they teach a moral. So also the Jain Gathas.
The vast Kavya literature in Sanskrit, apart from the
story it contains, is described as being distinguished for
its Rasa, the quality of exciting the intellect to create
pleasure. Although it did not make a distinction in the
variety or quality of pleasure; that literature was regarded as
the best which fostered and encouraged the higher kind of
pleasure. While some authors, such as Bana, indulged in
.showing. their mastery of the language by their style and
skill in manipulating sentences and words, playing upon the
different meanings of words and producing puzzles, the main
theme of the ancient literatures was character-building and
devotion of the human thought and mind.
This basic idea has permeated the literature in other
languages of India. Kabir and Tulsidas in Hindi, Namdeo